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SUBJECT: SOVIET INTENTIONS TOWARD YUGOSLAVIA: FRG CONCERN 

1. DURING A MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN 
MARCH 20 IN THE DEPARTMENT, FRG AMBASSADOR VON STADEN 
REFERRED TO REPORTS PUBLISHED RECENTLY IN TWO GERMAN 
NEWSPAPERS (DIE WELT OF MAR 18 AND THE FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG OF MARCH 19) THAT THE SOVIETS WERE 
MANEUVERING TROOPS IN HUNGARY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. THE 
FRG WONDERED WHETHER THIS MIGHT RELATE TO TENTATIVE 
SOVIET PLANS TO INTERVENE IN YUGOSLAVIA WHENEVER TITO 
SHOULD LEAVE THE POLITICAL SCENE. VON STADEN REQUESTED 
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AND ASKED THAT THE SECRETARY BE MADE AWARE OF THE FRG'S 
CONCERN. THE FRG WILL ALSO RAISE THIS ISSUE WITH THE 
NATO AMBASSADORS IN BRUSSELS UNOFFICIALLY, PERHAPS AT A 
PERMREP LUNCHEON. VON STADEN WAS TOLD THAT WE WERE 
UNAWARE OF ANY THREATENING DEVELOPMENTS, BUT WOULD BE 
BACK IN TOUCH AFTER LOOKING INTO MATTER. 

2. WE ARE PROVIDING TO FRG EMBASSY FOLLOWING INFO, 

WHICH ADDRESSEES MAY DRAW ON AS APPROPRIATE: VON 
STADEN MAY BE REFERRING TO REPORTS OF A RUMOR EMANATING 
ORIGINALLY FROM THE CHINESE ATTACHE IN BELGRADE THAT THE 
SOVIETS ARE MOVING TROOPS INTO HUNGARY BECAUSE TITO IS 
SICK. THERE IS NO VERIFICATION OF THIS RUMOR, AND THE 

YUGOSLAV ARMY IS NOT ON ALERT NOR HAS IT TAKEN ANY 
PRECAUTIONS WHICH WOULD LEND CREDENCE TO THE RUMOR. 
ROUTINE HUNGARIAN MANEUVERS, POSSIBLY INVOLVING SOVIET 
TROOPS, WERE HELD FROM 3-9 MARCH NEAR THE YUGOSLAV 
BORDER. FURTHER, THE HUNGARIAN DEFENSE MINISTER VISITED 
BELGRADE FROM 11-15 MARCH TO ARRANGE FOR TITO'S VISIT 
TO HUNGARY EARLY NEXT MONTH. TITO, WHO WILL BE 82 IN 
MAY, RETURNED TO NORMAL ACTIVITY MARCH 18 AFTER SEVERAL 
WEEKS OF REST AT HIS HUNTING LODGE NEAR BELGRADE. 
ALTHOUGH RECENT REPORTS INDICATE TITO IS HEARTY AND 
MENTALLY ALERT, HE SUFFERS FROM SOME OF THE INFIRMITIES 
ASSOCIATED WITH ADVANCED AGE. 

4. BEGIN FYI: THERE APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN SOME DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN THE AREA OF SOVIET -HUN GARI AN MILITARY 
COOPERATION IN RECENT WEEKS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE, 

HOWEVER, AT THIS TIME TO DETERMINE WHETHER THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS RELATE ONLY TO SOVIET -HUN GARI AN MILITARY 
RELATIONSHIPS OR HAVE BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR THE 
WARSAW PACT AS A WHOLE. END FYI. 
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